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States: How Much Do You Really 
Know? 
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University of North Dakota 
Here is a quiz on Hispanic culture 
in the United States. Try it on your 
students to pique their interest ?r u~e 
it on speaking occasions. I devised 1t 
out of about 10-12 different sources of 
information, including TV broadcasts, 
videos, web sites, and recent books. 
There may be more than one correct answer 
for each question (See answers on the back 
of this R.ARR PAGE). 
I. How many people in the United States 
today used Spanish as their primary lan-
guage? 
A. 5 million C. 500,000 
B. 30 million D. 1.25 million 
2. Which of the following states' names 
originated from the Spanish language? 
A. Oklahoma C. Nevada 
B. Colorado D. Florida 
3. Which of the following celebrities are of 
Hispanic ancestry? . 
A. Charlie Sheen C. Demi Moore 
B. Oscar de la Renta D. Leonardo 
Di Caprio 
4. Comprende means "I understand" in 
Spanish. 
A. True B. False 
When I originally composed a slightly 
different version of the questions for a 
presentation on _"Spanglis,?" _to a graduate 
seminar in Enghsh called History of the 
English Language in the United States," I 
gave it as a quiz at the end of the lecture. 
Of the approximately 12-15 gra_duate 
students present not one got a smgle 
question correct.. They are tough ques-
tions and are designed to show people 
how much they vastly underestimate the 
influence Spanish Hispanics in our coun-
try. 
5. The buying power of Hispanics in the 
United States has increased today to ... 
A. Over $450 billion C. Nearly $500 
million 
B. About $25 million D. About 10 
billion 
6. You use the word gorda ("fat") to 
describe a Hispanic woman and ... 
A. if she is Mexican she might be 
flattered. 
B. if she is from Argentina she will be 
very insulted. 
C. no matter what country she is from, 
she will hit you with her purse. 
7. Which of the following are nativ~ 
American products available worldwide 
today thanks to the Spanish conquistadors? 
A. Tomatoes C. Potatoes 
B. Coffee D. Chocolate 
I Continues on back ... 
8. According to current projections, within 
the next 50 years approximately what 
percentage of the United States will be 
Hispanic? 
A. Nearly 50% C. Nearly 25% 
B. Nearly 5% D. About 10% 
9. By learning Spanish you an communi-
cate in the world with ... 
A. Another 2 million B. Another 10 
people million people 
C. Another half a D. Another 50 
billion people million people 
10. Where do Hispanics rank in numbers 
among minority groups in the USA? 
A. They constitute the second largest 
minority group. 
B. They constitute the third largest 
minority group 
C. They constitute the largest minority 
group. 
11. Based on population, what is the largest 
Mexican city outside of Mexico City? 
A. Acapulco C. Tijuana 
B. Los Angeles D. Guadalajara 
I 2. What was the most popular name for 
baby boys in California in I 999? 
A. Jose C. Michael 
B. Juan D. Luis 
13. The first capital city in the United 
States was established by ... 
A. the Spanish C. the French 
B. the English D. the Germans 
14. Latinos in the United States have the 
distinction of ... 
A. having more babies per year than 
African Americans and European-
Americans combined. 
B. owning more restaurants than any 
other single ethnic group. 
C. being the most religious people in 
the country. 
D. having received the highest number of 
honors for serving in the military. 
15. Who arrived in the United States first? 
A. The Spanish explorers and conquista-
dors 
B. The pilgrims at Plymouth Rock 
©Debra Maury, 2000 
(Use in classes , but do 
not publish elsewhere) 
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